Immunohistochemical localization of alphafoetoprotein in testes of mouse embryos at 17 days of gestation.
Immunohistochemistry was used to localize alphafoetoprotein (AFP) in 1 micron plastic sections of embryonic testes in order to investigate the cellular basis of AFP production in murine teratocarcinomas. Atypical germ cells and scattered foci of normal germ cells were AFP-positive in both tumour-susceptible and control animals. AFP could not be demonstrated, however, in tumour stem cells. These results suggest that AFP may be a marker for the endodermal origin of germ cells.